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BOYS’ TOWN’S OLD BOYS FAMOUS NEWSLETTER STARTS AGAIN !

A

fter an absence of more
than 40 years, Boys’
Town’s Old Boys famous newsletter “Good Ol’ Town” has started
up again—but this time it’s an
online publication, reflecting the
changing times and the convenience which these times demand.
The original newsletter first published in 1964 was an initiative of
Fr Gerard Remie, BT’s Headmaster (it was called “Prefect of Studies” in those days).
Fr Remie had already, just a couple of months earlier, commenced
the Boys’ Town (“BT”) branch of
the Salesian Old Boys Association (SOBA) to encourage the
many and ever increasing numbers of old boys regularly visiting
their old school to form themselves into an organised group
promoting loyalty, friendship and

comradeship, rather than the
hitherto ad hoc way of visiting BT
and being at a loss of what to do
at BT during their visits. Later that
year Fr Remie had the old
weatherboard classrooms near Fr
Ciantar’s office and fronting onto
Waratah Rd totally converted to
the “Old Boys Room” (with 2 full
size and beautifully refurbished
snooker tables, and other games
facilities, lounge chairs and TV)
for the exclusive use of our old
boys. The many achievements of
our BT SOBA in its 7 years of
operation (it disbanded in 1970)
remain something of which all old
boys, Salesians and BT can be
very proud, and our heartfelt
thanks go to our BT Old Boys
Association’s Salesian Coordinators—Fr Remie, Bro DeBono and
Fr Bill Fleming (who in 1967 took-

over from Fr Remie). And who
can forget the wonderful Kevin
McVey (a parishioner of the Engadine parish) who devoted so
much of his time and energies
into the organisation and success
of our old boys football teams in
particular and was a mentor and
confidante to so many of our old
boys. A few years later, Kevin and
his wife Helen (who herself went
on to become the office secretary
at BT for many years) eventually
adopted a boy from Boys’ Town.
Kevin and Helen now live in welldeserved retirement at Heathcote.
Fr Remie died in Adelaide on 16th
July 1999 at the age of 72; Fr
Fleming died in Melbourne at the
age of just 54 on 6th May 1986
(the feast day of the Salesian boy
saint St Dominic Savio).
(continued on page 2 ……)
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Bro DeBono left the Salesians some
years later and lives in Melbourne with
his wife and family.
Each issue of the original “Good Ol’
Town” (which was at first intended to be
only a quarterly publication, and mailed
(via Aust Post [“snail mail”]) to every old
boy for which BT had a mailing address—a mammoth task, and consistently achieved!) was produced (mainly
over a couple of weekends) in Fr Remie’s office (we all remember the Prefect of Studies office to the left as we
walked into the western entrance area
of the quadrangle building to go up the
stairs to the dormitories). Fr Remie
would have already typed (in the quiet
late night hours) his editorial and other
pages of items and articles he wanted to
include in the particular issue being
prepared. An old boy, Ron Delaney (at
BT from 1957 to 1962, and Secretary of
BT’s SOBA [following the first inaugural
year as Treasurer]), would be at another
desk (or, more often than not, at Fr
Remie’s own desk) in Fr Remie’s office
typing feverously away on an old Remington typewriter other news items and
articles for inclusion in the “Good Ol’
Town” (Ron, being a one-finger typist
used the well known “Hunter” method of
typing—he hunted for the letters on the
typewriter—which he swears to this day
kept changing their positions! - no such
thing as Microsoft Word wordprocessing software in those days!).
And, such was the bond and rapport
between the old boys and students still
at BT that the students themselves
would also help-out —there was many a
gifted student who would draw the artwork required for a particular edition, do
the graphics and draw various animations and cartoons for a particular issue.
Other BT students would turn the handle of the manual Gestetner round and
round and round printing off all the
pages and others would collate and
staple them into the finished product,
while others would help to put them in
the envelopes for sending to the numerous old boys all around Australia (and
also quite a few to overseas destinations). At the height of its popularity, the
”Good Ol’ Town” was being published
and sent to every old boy, not quarterly,
but every month!
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Such was the inspiration of the “Good
Ol’ Town ” that, in 1966, the BT students themselves also started their own
newsletter for current students “The
Young Town”.
Sadly, in 1969, due to changing priorities and pressures being placed on BT
and the ever-increasing workload being
put onto the ever-decreasing Salesians
at BT on top of diminishing resources
and funds, the “Good Ol’ Town ” reluctantly ceased publication.
But today, in 2010, the “Good Ol’
Town” has been resurrected to, once
again, provide news to and about our
many old boys, and re-establish the
warm links between our old boys and
BT and our wonderful Salesians. How
often it will publish, we don’t know - it
will depend on what news we have,
what articles, etc are at hand, what
functions or events are coming up, etc,
etc. Whilst our aim would be to publish
at least quarterly, the main thing is that
we stay very flexible.
Welcome Back “GOOD OL’ TOWN “ !

“Boys’ Town is for
homeless and friendless boys—it is the
hometown; the fairdinkum town; the town
of charity, unity and
kindness;
it is a smooth landing
ground.”

A WORD FROM FR
PETER CARROLL SDB,
(“FR PETE”)
OUR
COORDINATOR &
CHAPLAIN

Dear Old (and not-so-old) Boys,
I’m delighted with the initiative taken to resurrect our Old Boys famous newsletter ”Good
Ol’ Town” and to publish it as an on-line
newsletter, no doubt encouraged by the conversations at last year’s wonderful 70th Anniversary Reunion. Lots of stories were remembered and shared in the new museum and old
courtyard. Men who, as boys, shared what
was in many cases a turn-around time for
them in a troubled period of their lives, reminisced with stories speckled with both laughter and tears.
I know how happy I was to see faces I had not
seen for over 30 years and hear of where life
has been lived, celebrated, and sometimes
battled through during these decades. And I
am sure that you who were there gained
even more from these conversations as you
talked over funny or fearful experiences and
had news of what has happened to other Old
Towners.
So I hope this online newsletter will help
more of you get in touch and keep in touch
with each other, share snippets of the past,
and see where the futures of both yourselves
and the Town are unfolding. I look forward to
catching up with old ‘Towners’ I knew during
the 70s and early 80s and getting to know
others who came before or after my stints at
Boys Town. Please get in touch and, if possible, come out for a look at the new style of
units and teaching in the Town and a trip
down Memory Lane. This way our network
can grow and we can continue to be a support and encouragement to each other.
God bless and may Don Bosco continue to
watch over you all,
Fr Pete

(Fr Tom Dunlea,
June 1947)

Good Ol’ Town
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TimeLines ……...
In 1934 ...

In 1939 ...

Fr Tom Dunlea, at that time Parish Priest of Sutherland NSW, is urgently called to the bedside of a dying woman living in
one of the rock caves on the eastern side of the Woronora River. She tells Fr Dunlea that her dying wish is that he take
care of her young son, Eric. Fr Dunlea promises to do so. Hearing that promise, the dying woman, relieved that Eric will
now be properly cared for when she is gone, dies peacefully a few minutes later. Fr Dunlea then takes young Eric with
him and rides back on Fr Dunlea’s horse (“Bill Sykes”—a white ex-racehorse) to the small weatherboard presbytery.
Eric effectively becomes the very first boy that Fr Dunlea takes into what will become Australia’s original
Boys’ Town.
Boys’ Town is officially established on 1ST AUGUST 1939 by Fr Tom Dunlea with, by now, 7 boys (including young Eric)
in a dilapidated and condemned 4 bedroom cottage (“the Boyle house”) on the corner of Glencoe and Flora Streets
Sutherland which Fr Dunlea rents from Dorothy Boyle.

Acknowledgements: “A Welcome On The Mat, Father Tom Dunlea a memoir” by Fr John McSweeney PE OMP Publications 2004

Watch for more TimeLines in our next issue …….

WELCOME from BT’s Executive Director:
Dear Old Boys of Boys’ Town,
In the past 70 years Boys’ Town has been ‘home’, in one form or another, to
over 5000 boys. For many of these boys ‘the town’ has been a very important
part of their life. Many did not enjoy an ideal childhood, though there are many
reasons why children attended Boys’ Town in the past.
In more recent years children have come to Boys’ Town to get help in preserving
and restoring relationships within families. For many who came in previous
years this was not an option as family relationships could not be restored for a
whole range of reasons.

Mr Jim Doyle
Boys’ Town’s Executive Director

In 2009 Boys’ Town celebrated its 70th anniversary. During that year there was
an increased recognition that our old boys were amongst our greatest advocates.
We heard stories of great success and how most old boys had made something of
their lives, despite the hardships that were presented early in life.

We are very proud of our heritage, and that means we are very proud of our ex-students.
I am very pleased to be able to dedicate a page of our website to the old boys. The page will contain information and
content determined by old boys. Contributions from all eras will be welcome.
Our oldest ex-students are now approaching their 80’s, our youngest are just entering their teenage years. Thanks to the
efforts of the De la Salle Brothers and the Salesians of Don Bosco, all ex-students share a heritage that has enabled them
to take on life’s challenges in a positive way.
We are always pleased to hear from former students and I am delighted there is now a web page and newsletter that will
be of benefit to ex students.
My very best wishes to you all,
Jim

Good Ol’ Town

Page 4

FR FRANK BERTAGNOLLI SDB (“FR FRANK”) TRANSFERRED TO GLENORCHY TASMANIA

PHOTO: Fr Frank

Having completed his most recent 6
years (2004 - 2009) appointment at
Engadine, for the first few years Rector of the Salesian Community, with
special responsibility for BT as Chair
of the Board, and later as Chaplain of
Boys’ Town, and throughout all those
6 years also our Old Boys Coordinator
and Salesian Liaison, Fr Frank Bertagnolli (“Fr Frank”) has been transferred
to Glenorchy in Tasmania to take up
the position of Rector of Dominic College and the Salesian community, and
helping out in the Parish as the need
arises.

The transfer of Fr Frank is a particularly sad loss for BT, as he was
the tireless influence behind the many significant projects and initiatives at BT for many years.
Here below are highlighted those projects achieved in the last 6
years, with the support of the BT Board and the hard work of Mr Jim
Doyle (BT’s Executive Director):• The restoration of the old Butchery (one of the only 3 remaining
original buildings of Fr Dunlea’s era erected for BT by the Meat
Industry circa 1942) [ex BT Band Room (remember Bro James
and Mr Mac?] into the “Bosco Menshed Engadine” (BME) for the
elderly/retired men of Engadine and surrounding areas to come
and share comradeship and skills. BME is a joint venture initiative between BT and the Engadine branch of the Knights Of The
Southern Cross and “opened for business” in October 2008. In
addition to the goodwill being generated throughout the district
by such a worthwhile and popular initiative, BT also reaps further
advantages by way of the help offered by retired tradesman to
the boys at BT in learning specific skills, and BT itself saves
significant costs because BME maintains and repairs some of
BT’s furniture, fixtures and fittings.
• The restoration of the old Bakery (another one of those only 3
remaining original buildings of Fr Dunlea’s era erected for BT by
the Bakery Industry circa 1941) and renovation of the 1964 ex
Kitchen (which had sat unused and neglected for the past 10
years) and, in return for the significant costs of the restoration
and renovation being borne by Sylvanvale (a charity renowned
for helping young people with disabilities), its very well known
and respected catering businesses are being conducted by Sylvanvale’s young people with disabilities from BT’s restored and
renovated Bakery and Kitchen. By this arrangement with Sylvanvale BT has extended its services to the young well beyond just
caring for boys resident at BT.
• The successful negotiations and formal arrangements (only finalised last year) whereby the Sutherland Council assume responsibility for the upkeep, maintenance and improvements of BT’s
vast ovals and playing fields (bounded by Banksia Ave, Bullecourt Ave and Woronora Rd). BT’s ovals and playing fields are
by far the single largest privately-owned (they’re still owned by
BT) area of open space in the whole of the Sutherland Shire (and
arguably southern Sydney). Every weekend huge numbers of

kids and Sutherland Shire residents descend on our BT ovals and
playing fields to play all kinds of sport. In particular, the Bosco
Youth Centre (which was begun by Fr Ciantar way back in 1964)
has now grown into an organisation that provides sporting facilities
and competitions for some 3,000 children and adults. Most of them
use the BT ovals and playing fields.
These initiatives save BT thousands of dollars every year in maintenance, generate much needed funds for BT and foster goodwill and
support for BT in the local community.
Fr Frank’s untiring resolve and his unshakable faith in BT was again
demonstrated in the two most recent projects, accomplished again
with the enthusiastic backing of the BT Board and Jim Doyle, viz:• The establishment of Stage 1 of our BT Museum (temporarily
housed in the old 6th Grade classroom [ex Science Room from
1958 to mid 1960’s]). The Museum was blessed by Fr Frank Moloney, Provincial of the Salesians in Australia, and officially opened
by the Hon. Linda Burney MP, Minister for Community Services, at
the 70th Anniversary Commemoration and Rededication of Fr
Dunlea's restored and renovated grave on 22nd August last year
(2009).
• The very successful recent BT 70th Anniversary Old Boys Reunion Day held on Sunday 8th November last year (2009). What
was truly amazing about this event was the attendance of over
200 old boys and their families, in spite of the rain and despite
hundreds of invitations sent to old boys being returned by Aust
Post “not at this address”!
Fr Frank said that he is sad to be leaving BT, as there is still
“unfinished business” he would have liked to be around to see fulfilled
and enjoyed, particularly the next stage of BT’s Museum, and the long
overdue renovation of the Chapel (now called the “Ciantar Centre” the Chapel was the very first Salesian building at BT, erected by Fr
Ciantar and opened in 1955).
Fr Frank has had a very close association and special affinity with BT
going back decades.
As Australian Provincial from 1982 to 1987, he was responsible for all
Salesian operations in Australia, and therefore also for BT (as Chairperson of the then Board of Trustees of BT). Even while Provincial, he
maintained a special place in his heart and his prayers for BT.
But it was as Rector of BT in the 6 years from 1988 (having finished
his term as Provincial) to 1993 that Fr Frank really made his mark at
BT and showed us all that he was determined to keep alive the wonderful traditions and values first established by Fr Tom Dunlea, and
later enhanced by the presence of the Salesians of Don Bosco.
In 1989 BT celebrated the Golden Jubilee (50 years) of its foundation.
Fr Frank was the force behind the celebrations organised to mark that
important milestone. He first appointed a dynamic fund-raising Committee (some of whom are still serving on the Board of BT); then with
the help of this group of dedicated people he organised the traditional
Gala Day, a spectacular Ball and Auction, a Race Day at Warwick
Farm and other initiatives. One of the most successful events was the
Old Boys Reunion in December 1989.
(continued on page 5…….)

Good Ol’ Town

Page 5

(……. continued from page 4)

During that year Fr Frank and the Committee launched an ambitious
Appeal for $1million which, together with a Commonwealth Government grant, was needed to comply with new fire regulations and
more stringent government funding requirements. The public’s response to the Appeal was most encouraging - and over a period of
several years from when planning first commenced in 1988 buildings
and areas were restructured and renovated and (most importantly)
all paid for!
With these funds the entire two dormitories (on the 1st floor centre
and west wing of the quadrangle building) and the Salesian quarters
(on the first floor east wing of the quadrangle building) were totally
converted into 3 separate and independent Living & Learning Units
(“LLU”), dedicated to the memory of Fr Ciantar, Fr Power and Fr
Fleming - each LLU accommodating up to 10 boys (each boy having
his own private bedroom) and set up like a home with kitchen,
lounge room and games areas. This massive conversion and renovation project was finally completed and opened in 1992, thereby
enabling BT to remain open (otherwise BT would have had to permanently close).

PHOTO: Fr Frank (right) in BT’s Museum with old boy Mr John Patten
(Johnny Jarrett), former Australian Bantamweight Boxing Champion and one
of the first indigenous Australians to gain a degree from Charles Sturt University. John was also the captain of South Sydney President’s Cup Rugby League
team.

At the same time, Fr Frank and the Committee embarked on the
important challenge of securing on-going funding for BT’s operations
and the huge recurring expenses and costs which would henceforth
be needed year after year. The new model of care introduced by the
NSW State Government was more costly as it also involved the
families of the boys and provided professional counsellors. This
model of care moved away from a “substitution” model (i.e. excluding the boy’s parents/guardians from participating in and sharing with
BT the boy’s care and behaviour management and change) and
focused on the “complementary” model (i.e. including the boy’s parents/guardians in partnership with BT in the boy’s care and behaviour management and change).
In 1994 Fr Frank was transferred from BT back to “Head Office” in
Melbourne where, until 2003, he was given the unenviable responsibilities for the financial administration of the Australian Province and
for buildings in the various works owned and operated by the Salesians in Australia and the Pacific islands - including, of course, BT.
It was during this particular period that the Salesians, already suffering the effects of declining vocations and thereby experiencing much
difficulty in providing sufficient Salesians to their schools in Australia,
were now confronted with the hard, cold reality that they had no
Salesian with the necessary professional qualifications, expertise
and experience being demanded in the increasingly complex nature
of the work required at BT. So in 2000 the Salesians reluctantly withdrew from the direct face-to-face presence and involvement in the
BT’s programs and entrusted the day-to-day operations and administration to a highly qualified and professional group of “lay” people,
with a “lay” Director. But the Salesians retained the overall responsibility for the appointment of the Board of Management and of the
Director.
In 2005, after wide consultation, Fr Frank guided BT in the process
of “incorporation” as an independent legal entity, with a Board Of
Directors, appointed by the Salesian Provincial and his Council.
Currently there are 2 Salesians on this Board.
Yes, BT does indeed owe Fr Frank a huge debt.
We wish Fr Frank well in his new positions at Glenorchy and look
forward to welcoming him back for BT’s 75th Anniversary Old Boys
Reunion Day in 2014 - if not sooner!

Do you have any photos of any times at BT ? It
might be of a footy match, a bush walk, in the
classroom, in the chapel, in the dining room, at
a band performance, a gala day, at sports, or
just lazin‘ around. It could even be of your
mates or your teachers or your class - it doesn’t
really matter! We’d love a copy for BT’s archives and to display in the BT Museum. And, if
you’d like, we could also print it in the “Good Ol’
Town”!
You can email your photos to us at:goodoltown@tpg.com.au
or Aust Post send to us at:Good Ol’ Town
Attention Ron Delaney
PO Box 700
Caringbah NSW 1495

Good Ol’ Town

Page 6

HELP ! HELP !

Where are our Salesian Priests and
Brothers now who taught at BT ?
In future issues of “Good Ol’ Town”, we’ll
be giving a summary of our BT Salesians
and where they are now.

also in future issues:-

• An explanation of the changes to caring for
our boys at BT and why those changes had
to be made
• Deceased Salesians
• Deceased Old Boys
• Your Stories & Photos
• Extracts from Fr Ted Cooper’s fascinating
book “GRATEFUL HEIRS” recounting
the early days of BT under the rectorship of
Fr Joseph Ciantar SDB from 1952 to 1963
• “Whatever became of …….. ?”
- recalling names of old boys and asking
where are they now?
• “Lost & Found” - listing old boys who want
to re-establish contact with other old boys
with whom they were mates as kids at BT
• Old Boys Reunions and Social Events
• Boys’ Town News and Events

Do you have any of
the original printed
“GOOD OL’ TOWN”
Old Boys newsletters
published between
1964 and 1969 ?
We have the
template Cover in
which each issue was stapled into, BUT we do NOT
have one single issue itself in our BT Archives! Goodness knows what became of them!
If you do have (or know of anyone who has) any original
printed issue, we would be most grateful if we could
borrow them to scan into our Archives. We promise to
take special care of the originals and will ensure that
they are personally returned in the same condition as
lent to us as soon as we have finished scanning them.
Please contact our Editor, Ron Delaney, at Caringbah
NSW (02) 9531 8359 (or your can email him at
goodoltown@tpg.com.au) to arrange a time convenient
to you for us to call and collect them for scanning.
With grateful thanks.

Any BT Photos, Year Books, Students Newsletters (“The Young
Town”), Old Boys Newsletters
(“Good Ol’ Town”), Football
Jumpers or any other items ?
Why not consider donating them
to Boys’ Town Engadine Archives
and Museum, or including a Bequest of them to Boys’ Town in
your Will ?

Good Ol’ Town
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How many faces can you name in this photo of BT’s circa 1960 Senators baseball team ?

Caption describing
picture or graphic.
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WE’D LOVE TO HEAR
WHAT YOU’VE DONE
SINCE
LEAVING BT !
Drop us a line or two or three or four
(email or post).
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DO WE HAVE YOUR CORRECT AND CURRENT CONTACT DETAILS ?
There’s been some lively discussions among our Old Boys as to how best keep in contact with one another and
meet on a more regular basis.
Publishing this quarterly newsletter “Good Ol’ Town” online will certainly go a long way towards assisting BT to
keep in contact with us and to convey news and things of interest to us.
And there’s been some really good suggestions as to how we ourselves can meet and get-together on a more
regular basis, such as:•
•
•

•

General Informal gatherings and get-togethers (BBQ’s and functions).
Annual General Reunion (rather than at 10 year intervals)
Reunions/functions/events/gatherings/get-togethers targeting specific groups, for example:•
BBQ for those Old Boys within the same/adjacent postcode areas (this is a particularly good way
of old boys making/maintaining contact with others in close/reasonable proximity to one another)
•
Reunion for those whom attended BT in, say, the 1970’s;
•
Function for a particular Salesian/Teacher Guest-Of-Honour - to be attended by those who were
at BT during the time of that particular guest-of-honour.
Awards/scholarship event where the Old Boys present a special “BT Old Boys Award”/Scholarship to a
current BT student for a particular achievement/purpose.

It’s also generally recognised that communicating to our Old Boys by email is, in this day and age, the
preferred and most cost-effective way of advising/notifying us on a timely basis of, not only Old Boys reunions,
gatherings, get-togethers, functions, events, etc, but also of BT and Salesian functions and events.
Of course, for advice and notifications to be effective about what’s happening and what functions,
get-togethers, reunions, etc are going to be held, we need your correct and up-to-date address and contact
details.
So, can you take a couple of minutes to let us know the following details about you and to make sure that we
have your correct and current details. You can email or send your details to us.
- FIRST NAME (christian name/forename)
- FAMILY NAME (surname/last name)
- RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
- POSTCODE (important so that we can let you know of Old Boys functions being held in your area)
- POSTAL ADDRESS (only if different from your residential address)
- LANDLINE TELEPHONE NUMBER (including area code)
- MOBILE TELEPHONE NUMBER
- EMAIL ADDRESS (make sure you print it exactly as it should be)
- DURING WHAT YEARS WERE YOU AT BT? (important for functions/reunions targeting specific years)
- WERE YOU A BOARDER or DAYBOY?
- Optional: Any friends/mates who were also at BT you would like to contact.

You can email your details to us at:

goodoltown@tpg.com.au
- or pcarroll@salesians.org.au

Or you can Aust Post your details to us at:

Good Ol’ Town
Attention Ron Delaney
PO Box 700
Caringbah NSW 1495
- or Fr Peter Carroll SDB
Salesian Community
PO Box 202
Engadine NSW 2233

Good Ol’ Town
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BOYS’ TOWN’S
CONTACT DETAILS

Website: www.boystown.net au

PLEASE NOTE:

Street Address:

35a WARATAH RD
ENGADINE NSW 2233

Postal Address:

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
PO BOX 99
ENGADINE NSW 2233

Telephone:

(02) 8508 3900

Fax:

(02) 8508 3920

Website:

www.boystown.net au

Email:

director@boystown.net.au

Tours of Boys’ Town and inspections of our Museum are strictly by
appointment only.
Child Protection legislation requires our visitors to first report to our main
Administration Office at the pre-arranged appointment time and to sign our
Guest Book.
Please be aware that the boys go home each weekend - Friday afternoon
through to Sunday evening.

