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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
from our BT Executive Director

MR JIM DOYLE
Each year at Christmas time, a mystery donor calls in at Boys’ Town with a
donation of music CDs for the boys and girls. She refuses to give her name
and the only personal information I have about her is that she is a solicitor
and was not born in Australia. This has been happening for at least the last 6
years and each year we are able to pass on the CDs as a Christmas gift.
This year we have also, once again, been chosen by a large corporation as a
recipient of gifts for our students. Instead of buying each other gifts at Christmas the employees of the company pool their money and the result is that
every child at Boys’ Town will receive a good gift.
People are very generous around this time, and such generosity is very inspiring for all of us who work at Boys’ Town.
Nevertheless, even though we see such generosity regularly, donors cannot replace a family, and presents are no substitute for
loving relationships. I think Don Bosco’s words that “not only do
children need to be loved but they need to know they are loved”,
applies equally to adults.
In our Old Boys we have a number of people who have faced
tough times. Mostly they have overcome significant difficulties,
and have found their place in society. Our Old Boys know the
truth of Don Bosco’s words about love, probably better than
most.
I wish all Old Boys a very happy Christmas. It is my hope that you all will be
able to enjoy this festive season, giving and receiving presents and also
spending time with those who know they are loved by you.

Jim
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A
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
FROM OUR SALESIANS
Each Christmas we are surrounded by images and themes that come from the
Gospels. It is good to think about them …….

The great men of the world, Caesar Augustus and
Quirinius call a census of all the Empire. Two
simple people set out for Bethlehem, the city of
David. On the journey, a child is born.
The shepherds are told that this is a moment of
great joy for all who love God and are loved by
God.

May Christmas 2010 be a time when we try to get
things right, to appreciate what is of value in our lives,
and thank God for the greatest Christmas gift of all:
Jesus.

I add my own personal best wishes and prayers to all our Old Boys and indeed
all our past pupils, friends and supporters of Boys’ Town.

Fr Frank Moloney SDB
Salesian Provincial
Australia-Pacific Province
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Also calling in to see us was VIC, who, with his twin
brother, was at BT 1963-1965. Vic was also at our 70th
Anniversary Old Boys Reunion Day in November last
year (2009) and says it was a great day. He is now 61
years old, still lives in Sydney, and has just recently
retired after 23 years with the Conservatorium of Music.
We were able to give Vic copies of a further 3 photos
from our BT Archives of he and his brother at BT in the
1960s. Vic sends a warm cheerio to all our Old Boys and
Salesians, and in particular those at BT during his time.
_____________________________

Recently calling in to visit, after 27 years, was LES (at BT
1982-1983). He spent a few hours with us looking
around the place, going through some of our archival
photos (and even helped us to correctly categorise some
of them) and reminiscing of his times at BT. He particularly remarked that BT “… holds a very dear place in
my heart and holds some of my dearest memories”.
Les is now 43 years of age, still lives in Sydney, has 4
children (2 boys and 2 girls) and 4 grandchildren (all
boys). He would dearly love to make contact again with
the many friends he made whilst at BT and has given us
his contact details to pass on. If you would like to contact
Les, let us know (you can phone our Editor, Ron, direct
in Sydney (02) 95318359, or email us at: goodoltown
@tpg.com.au [if emailing, don’t forget to put the words
“BT OLD BOYS“ in the Subject field of your email]).
_____________________________

EDDY (a BT boy 1960-1963, and was one of the many
Wollongong boys we had at BT during that era) emails
us from Northern Queensland saying “Boys’ Town
taught me the ability to survive life’s journey. For
that I will always be grateful. And it has been an interesting journey, mostly good, the rest not worth
remembering”. He mentions that he’ll be “heading down
south” in January and will ask his Mum if she still has
any old photos of his BT times, for our Archives. Thanks
Eddy.
_____________________________
THANKS TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE CONTACTED/
VISITED US AND HAVE LET US KNOW HOW
THEY’RE GOING AND WHAT THEY’VE DONE SINCE
LEAVING BT
WE LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU

ERIC, who, with his younger brother, was a boy at BT
from 1951 to 1953 (his brother stayed on through 1954)
emailed us. Now 72 years old and retired on the NSW
Central Coast, he still remembers Fr Tom Dunlea in
1951, the De La Salle Brothers 1951 to 1952, Fr Ciantar
of the Salesians coming to BT by himself in 1952 and
the remaining Salesian priests and brothers arriving in
1953. Fr Gorgio (Fr George) and Br Sweeney were two
Salesians at BT whose names also come to mind. He
also recalls that it was a big change in 1953 with the
Salesians taking over and comments that “… the Salesians were stricter”. Eric goes on to say, though, that,
given the circumstances in which he was originally
placed into BT’s care “… all I can say today is THANK
GOD we went to BT … it had such a major influence
on my life, I have never forgotten my time there and
have been proud to say I WAS A BOYS’ TOWN BOY”.
Eric also tells us that, way back in 1917, his grandmother, as a young single lady, used to date a young
single George Nathan (Eric has sent us a photo of that
young George Nathan for our BT archives). [Editor: It is
now history that the same George Nathan, some 23 years later
(in fact on 24th July 1940), first met Fr Tom Dunlea at Boys’
Town Loftus (tents) and, when BT moved a few months later
(October 1940) to its permanent home at Waratah Rd Engadine, George Nathan became the “Honorary Organiser” of
BT’s fund-raising activities and events - raising some
£150,000 (so it’s been estimated) over the following 12 years
(1940-1951) for our BT - but that’s another story in itself].

Drop us a line, or two, or three, or four
(email or post)
If emailing, don’t forget to put the words “BT OLD
BOYS” in the Subject field of your email.
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FR PETER CARROLL SDB
(“Fr Pete”)
Our Chaplain and
Salesian Old Boys Coordinator
writes to us …...

A
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
Dear Old Towners,
One way or another, Christmas gathers people, connections and memories.
Even if we forget (or are forgotten) at other times through the year, most tend to
make an effort to send a card, make a phone call, or meet up around Christmas
time. Especially with family, even when there has been hurt and brokenness,
maybe recently or a long time back, we feel a deeper need to be together, or at
least be in touch and feel accepted.
So do write that card or make the call which reconnects you with others important in your life.
It's a special time for the young ones and their joy, hope and innocence can infect us and perhaps rekindle some of the fire we had when young.
And even if our religious faith is just a dim glow rather than a flame these days
it could be good to join the many others who find joy, peace and real hope by
praying together a Christmas mass or service in church.
The baby Jesus was born into a broken world and troubled country but grew to
offer hope and healing as he brought the touch of God to people's lives.
I hope and pray you each experience a joyful Christmas, close to those who
matter to you. And may Christ fill your new year with peace, love, joy and bright
hope.
Fr Pete
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SALESIANS OF
DON BOSCO

151
YEARS
18TH DECEMBER

1859 - 2010

“For you I study, for you I work, for you I live, for you I am ready even to give my life.” [Don Bosco]
16th August 1815:

John (Giovanni) Bosco born at Becchi (Asti) in Italy.

1835:

At the age of 20, John Bosco enters the seminary to study for the priesthood.

5th June 1841:

John Bosco ordained Priest (Don Bosco [“Don” = Italian for “Fr”]) at the age of 25.

8th December 1941:

Don Bosco begins his apostolate to youth with a catechism lesson.

1845:

Don Bosco begins his evening schools.

12th April 1846:

Don Bosco settles at Valdocco (an outlying suburb of Turin, Italy) and starts his
first Oratory (loosely meaning a youth centre) for poor and abandoned youth.

26th January 1854:

Don Bosco calls his first helpers “Salesians” (after his patron saint St Francis de
Sales).

9th December 1859:

Don Bosco communicates to his 19 men Salesians his intention to found the
Salesian Congregation and invites them to join, giving them a week to think about it.

SUNDAY 18TH DECEMBER 1859:

WITH 17 OF HIS MEN AGREEING TO JOIN, DON BOSCO FORMALLY
FOUNDS THE SALESIAN CONGREGATION (SOCIETY OF ST FRANCIS
DE SALES) AND SETS UP THE FIRST SALESIAN SUPERIOR
CHAPTER.

12th June 1860:

26 Salesians subscribe to the Rules of the Congregation.

14th May 1862:

The first 22 Salesians profess vows before Don Bosco.

23rd July 1864:

The Salesian Congregation receives its first recognition by the Holy See (Vatican).

3rd April 1874:

The Holy See finally approves the Salesian Constitutions. It took 14 years!

Historical artist’s picture depicting Don Bosco with his beloved mother “Mamma Margaret” and surrounded by some of his
boys and 2 of his Salesians. Note young Dominic Savio on his right hand side clasping his cassock. Dominic Savio died 9th
March 1857 (just I month shy of his 15th birthday) and was canonised a Saint on 12th June 1954. Mamma Margaret died 26th
November 1856. Don Bosco died 31st January 1888 at Valdocco at the age of 72 and was canonised a Saint (St John Bosco)
on 1st April (Easter Sunday) 1934.
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LAST CHANCE TO ACQUIRE THIS RENOWNED BOOK OF ALMOST 270 PAGES

“A WELCOME ON THE MAT”
by Fr John McSweeney PE
published by OMP Publications

the story of FR TOM DUNLEA and his
BOYS’ TOWN ENGADINE NSW
The only remaining 60 copies of this wonderful book are at BT, and the publisher advises that
there will not by any further print runs.
So now’s your final chance to acquire your very own copy - at a specially discounted price to
Old Boys of just $20 (yep, and that includes postage within Australia).
But wait! There’s more!
If you give a donation to Boys’ Town Engadine of at least $50, we will send you, for FREE,
a copy of the book (while stocks last) in appreciation of your generous donation (and, of
course, your donation is tax deductible as well).
This is a limited offer until the end of February, but only while stocks last.
But you need to hurry, as, due to a very special parish event being planned for March honouring
Fr Tom Dunlea’s and his BT boys’ original journeys in 1940 (first, the “eviction” march to the
Loftus tents, and a few months later permanently resettling BT to Engadine), it is expected that all
remaining copies of the book will be sold at that event.
Interested? If yes, please complete the “A WELCOME ON THE MAT” BOOK PURCHASE
ORDER / DONATION FORM below, include your payment and urgently send to us at BT.
“A WELCOME ON THE MAT” BOOK PURCHASE ORDER / DONATION FORM
NAME (for delivery of book/tax deductible receipt ): ……… ………….………………………...…………………………………………………...…
DELIVERY ADDRESS: ………………………………..………………....………...……………………………………………..…………….………...
.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………..
………………….……...………………..…….................................................................................................................
STATE/TERRITORY ………….....……………………………………....
AMOUNT: $ ………………….. paying by (please circle): Cheque /

Visacard /

POSTCODE: …………...…………....

Mastercard

If paying by CHEQUE, please include your cheque, payable to: BOYS’ TOWN ENGADINE
Your Visacard / Mastercard Details:CARD NUMBER: …….……. …….……. ….……… …….……………………
CARD EXPIRY DATE: …………...… / ……………...
YOUR SIGNATURE: ……………………………...…………..…………….....
ACTUAL NAME SHOWN ON THE CARD
(NOTE:: Please print it exactly as it appears on your card, e.g. “MR JOHN P SMITH”): ………..…..……………………..……….…………....

PLEASE SEND YOUR PAYMENT / DONATION AND THIS COMPLETED FORM TO: BOYS’ TOWN ENGADINE
PO BOX 99
ENGADINE NSW 2233
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TimeLines ……...
In DECEMBER 1941

(from “The Voice of Boys’ Town ” Vol. 1 — No. 6):-

FATHER DUNLEA’S

Christmas and New Year Reflections

F

OR the third successive year the feast of Christmas
comes to a world devastated by the most destructive war in history, with the Angelic message of “Peace
on earth” drowned in the turmoil of cannon and bomb.
To dwell upon the birth of the Prince of Peace, and
the significance of His teachings would appear to be a
travesty of actual facts as seen be a war-weary world,
were it not for the many evidences of that “Goodwill
amongst men” which was to be the first fruits of His
coming. Our own rapidly growing Boys’ Town is a case
in point. The similitude is striking. In simple words the
Bible story relates how the Virgin Mother took her Babe
and laid him in a manger, “for there was no room for Him
in the inn”. There was no room in society for the homeless lads who sought the meagre comfort of our early
Boys’ Town. The open bush at National Park has, by the
“goodwill” of the Australian people, given place to the
comfort and homeliness of our Town at Engadine, and
the generosity of our friends is still planning further improvements. All this is the reaction of a wholesome people to the appeal of helpless youth. An appeal which has
touched the hearts of countless millions to whom the
message of the Christ-child has found expression again
in relieving every under-privileged youngster’s need.
For the wonders that have been accomplished we
thank you, one and all, and we pray that Christmas will
shower its choicest blessing on you all, and that the
coming of 1942 will herald in an era of prosperity and
peace.

T. V. Dunlea
Fr Dunlea and “Peewee” 7 years, Loftus

Good Ol’ Town

December 2010

Page 9

DO WE HAVE YOUR CORRECT AND CURRENT CONTACT DETAILS ?
We’re sure you will agree that communicating to our Old Boys by email is, in this day and age, the preferred and
most cost-effective way of advising/notifying, on a timely basis, of Old Boys reunions, gatherings, get-togethers,
functions, events, etc, and also of BT and Salesian functions and events.
Of course, for advice and notifications to be effective we need your correct and up-to-date address and contact
details.
So, if you haven’t already done so, can you take a couple of minutes to let us know the following details about you
and to make sure that we have your correct and current details. You can email or Aust Post your details to us.
- FIRST NAME (christian name/forename)
- FAMILY NAME (surname/last name)
- RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
- POSTCODE (important so that we can let you know of Old Boys functions being held in your area)
- POSTAL ADDRESS (only if different from your residential address)
- LANDLINE TELEPHONE NUMBER (including area code)
- MOBILE TELEPHONE NUMBER (just in case we need to SMS you)
- EMAIL ADDRESS (make sure you print it exactly as it should be)
- DURING WHAT YEARS WERE YOU AT BT ? (important for functions/reunions targeting specific years)
- WERE YOU A BOARDER or DAYBOY ?
- DO YOU OR YOUR CHILDREN/GRANDCHILDREN HAVE YOUR/THEIR OWN BUSINESS ? If “YES”, see the
next page re FREE advertising in our newsletter !
- OPTIONAL: Any mates who were also at BT that you would like to contact.

You can email your details to us at:

goodoltown@tpg.com.au
(NOTE: in the Subject field, type: BT OLD BOYS)
- or pcarroll@salesians.org.au

Or you can Australia Post your details to us at: Good Ol’ Town
Attention Ron Delaney
PO Box 700
Caringbah NSW 1495
- or Fr Peter Carroll SDB
Salesian Community
PO Box 202
Engadine NSW 2233
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IF YOU OR ANY OF YOUR CHILDREN (OR
EVEN GRANDCHILDREN) HAVE YOUR/
THEIR OWN BUSINESS, WE’D LOVE TO
ADVERTISE IT FREE IN OUR “GOOD OL’ TOWN”
NEWSLETTER !
As part of our continuing endeavours to foster, promote and encourage friendship, comradeship, contact and networking among our Old Boys in that wonderful Salesian spirit, we want to devote a page or
two (even more if need be) in each issue of our newsletter advertising the trades and services businesses being carried-on by our Old Boys, ex teachers, etc, or any children or grandchildren.
So, whether it’s a building, renovations, carpentry, plumbing, electrical, airconditioning, painting, sign-writing, landscaping, lawn-mowing, hire-car, furniture removal, courier, retail/wholesale shop, hairdressing/barber, restaurant, catering, petgrooming, singing, musical band, tutoring or personal fitness, or accountancy, registered tax agent, legal, conveyancy or real estate services, or any other fair-dinkum,
lawful and ethical business you or any of your children or grandchildren carry-on,
you’re very welcome to advertise it FREE in our newsletter (but please be aware that,
for legal or prudent reasons, we cannot advertise financial/investment/superannuation/
retirement planning, mortgage/insurance brokerage nor medical services businesses).
What advertising info & material do we need from you ?
If you have a business card, that would be great! So would an advertising/promotional
flyer or brochure of your business you might already be using or have used in the past
in your own advertising and promotion. If you have any of these things, you will need to
email them to us (see our special email address below) as a “jpg“ or “Word”
attachment to your email.
If you don’t have a business card or promotional flyer/brochure, don’t worry, as we’ll
compose something really nice together to put into your advertisement (see our special
telephone number below).
What size will the advertisement be which we will put into our newsletters ?
While it will usually depend on how much space we have to fill in the advertising
page/s of a particular issue, we would try to aim for a half-page area for each business.

Contact us at:
You can email your business’ info and details to us at:goodoltown@tpg.com.au (NOTE: in the Subject field, type: BT OLD BOYS)
Or you can telephone our Editor, Ron Delaney, direct at Caringbah, Sydney: (02) 9531 8359
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How many faces can you name in this 1982 photo of some of our BT lads having a great
time in our wonderful BT swimming pool?
And note the barbed-wire fencing along the western (Woronora Rd ) perimeter of the swimming pool, erected
to deter local uninvited “trespassers” from getting into our popular BT swimming pool area!
[this photo is from our BT Archives]

Do you have any photos of any times at BT ? It might be of a footy match, a bush walk, in the classroom, in the
chapel, in the dining room, at a band performance, a gala day, at sports, or just lazin‘ around. It could even be of
your mates or your teachers or your class. We’d love a copy for our BT Archives and to display in the BT
Museum. And, if you’d like, we could also print it in the “Good Ol’ Town”!
You can email your photos to us at:

goodoltown@tpg.com.au
(NOTE: in the Subject field, type: BT OLD BOYS)

or Aust Post send to us at:

Good Ol’ Town
Attention Ron Delaney
PO Box 700
Caringbah NSW 1495

How did you go at recognising any faces in our three previous issues’ photos below ?

Good Ol’ Town
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BOYS’ TOWN’S
CONTACT DETAILS

Street Address:

35a WARATAH RD
ENGADINE NSW 2233

Postal Address:

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
PO BOX 99
ENGADINE NSW 2233

Telephone:

(02) 8508 3900

Fax:

(02) 8508 3920

Email:

director@boystown.net.au

PLEASE NOTE:
Tours of Boys’ Town and inspections of our
Museum are strictly by appointment only.
Child Protection legislation requires our visitors
to first report to our main Administration Office at
the pre-arranged appointment time and to sign
our Guest Book.
Please be aware that the boys go home each
weekend - Friday afternoon through to Sunday
evening.

Website: www.boystown.net au

A tax-deductible DONATION to Fr Dunlea’s and Australia’s original Boys’ Town at Engadine NSW, now in its
71st continuous year of caring for and helping our youth, still remains the most effective way of supporting the
wonderful work being undertaken at Engadine in the famous spirit and core values of Fr Tom Dunlea and the
Salesians of Don Bosco.
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.
NAME (for the tax deductible receipt): ………………...…...…………...……………………………………………………………...………………
ADDRESS: ………………………....………...……………….…………………………………………………………………………………….…….
………………….……...………………..……..................... STATE/TERRITORY ………….....…... POSTCODE: ……………….
DONATION AMOUNT: $ ………………….. paying by (please circle): Cheque /

Visacard /

Mastercard

If paying by CHEQUE, please make your cheque payable to: BOYS’ TOWN ENGADINE
Your Visacard / Mastercard Details:CARD NUMBER: …….……. …….……. ….……… …….…………
CARD EXPIRY DATE: …………...… / ……………...
YOUR SIGNATURE: ……………………………...…………..………

NOTE: If your Donation is at least $50, tick in
the box at the end of this Note if you would
like to receive the FREE book “A WELCOME
ON THE MAT” (this limited offer is available
until the end of February, but only
while stocks last)

ACTUAL NAME SHOWN ON THE CARD
(NOTE:: Please print it exactly as it appears on your card, e.g. “MR JOHN P SMITH”):
………..…..……………………..………….………….

PLEASE SEND YOUR DONATION & THIS COMPLETED FORM TO:

BOYS’ TOWN ENGADINE
PO BOX 99
ENGADINE NSW 2233

